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I. THE PROMISE OF PERSECUTION. 

 
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all 
sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! 
For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecut-
ed in the same way. 

Matthew 5:10-12 (NLT) 
 

Everyone who wants to live a godly life in union with Christ Jesus will be persecuted 
2 Timothy 3:12 (TEV) 

 

 

II. AN EXAMPLE OF ESCALATING PERSECUTION – ACTS 5:12-42 

 

   The miraculous healings and conversions to _____________________________  

    continue (v.12-16). 
 
 

 

   The Jewish religious officials have the Apostles ___________________________  

    and jailed (v.17-18). 
 

 

 

   The Lord sends and ____________________________ to rescue them (v.19-20). 

 

 

 
 

  The Apostles return to teaching in the ____________________________ (v.21-25). 
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  The Apostles are arrested again—but this time “__________________________”   

    (v.21-25). 
 
 
 
 

  The Apostles ______________________________ before the High Court (v.27-33). 

 
 
 
 
 

  The Lord provides an __________________________  “ally” (v.34-39). 

 
 
 
 
 

  The Apostles are beaten—but ____________________________ to stop declaring   

   Jesus as the Messiah (v.34-39). 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing. 

Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, 

And, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

 
Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right man on our side, 

The man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He. 
Lord Sabboth, his name, 

From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him. 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo, his doom is sure. 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers 
Not thanks to them, abideth. 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also. 

The body they may kill, 
God's truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever... 

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
By Martin Luther 

ANSWER KEY: Christ, arrested, angel, Temple, politely, courage, unlikely, refuse 


