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I.  TWO DIFFERENT RESPONSES TO PETER’S ESCAPE FROM PRISON—ACTS 12:18-24 

 

   Peter and the Christians: Give ___________________________ the praise and glory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    King Herod: Angrily dismiss God and ____________________________ others. 
 

 

• Herod interrogates and executes the ___________________________ (v.18-19a). 

 

 

 

 

 

• Herod ___________________________ to Caesarea (v.19b-22). 

 

He put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and came into 
the theater early in the morning; at which time the silver of his garment being illuminated by           
the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising manner, and was so 
resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him: and presently his 
flatterers cried out, one from one place and another from another…that he was a god. 

Flavius Josephus 
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• Herod loses ____________________________ (v.23). 

The phrase “eaten of worms,” in Greek is skolakobrotos. The root word skolax means “a specific 
head structure of a tapeworm.” Since the word scolex (Plural scolices) is applied to the head of 
tapeworms, Herod’s death was almost certainly due to the rupture of a cyst formed by a tape-
worm. There are several kinds of tapeworms, but one of the most common ones found in sheep-
growing countries is the dog tape, Echinococcus granulosus. The heaviest infections come from 
areas where sheep and cattle are raised. Sheep and cattle serve as intermediate hosts for the 
parasite. The dog eats the infected meat, then man gets the eggs from the dog, usually by fecal 
contamination of hair. 
 
The disease is characterized by the formation of cysts, generally on the right lobe of the liver; 
these may extend down into the abdominal cavity. The rupture of such a cyst may release as 
many as two million scolices. The developing worms inside of the cysts are called scolices, be-
cause the anterior region constitutes the major part of development at this stage. When the cyst 
ruptures, the entrance of cellular debris along with the scolices may cause sudden death. 

Jean Sloat Morton M.D.  
 

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 
                  Luke 14:11 (NIV) 
 
Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to 
satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the 
Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.  

Galatians 6:7-8 (NLT) 
 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil. 

1 Peter 3:12 (ESV) 

 

 

 

 

II.  DESPITE HEROD’S PERSECUTION THE GOSPEL CONTNUED TO SPREAD—ACTS 12:25 

 
Is there any trait more odious than pride or more precious than humility? Is there any trait whose 
presence we so highly honor in others and whose absence we so readily excuse in ourselves? Truly, 
pride is the chief of sins and humility the highest of virtues. Yet the Christian has the joy of seeing the 
Holy Spirit put pride to death and bring to life the beauty of humility. 

Tim Challies 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ANSWER KEY: Give, blame, guards, travels, big 


