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But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,                 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. Since we are living 
by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. 

Galatians 5:22-25 (NLT)  

 

I. WHAT IS LOVE? 

 

Agape is selfless love. It arises – not from a need within self, but from a need in the other.  One sees a need 
someone else has and willingly expends himself to satisfy it.  One who loves on the level of agape does so           
expecting nothing in return.  It seeks no reward.  The give and take love that is common on the natural level 
gives way to the give – and – get nothing love on a supernatural level. 
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 1. Love is not… 
 

• Simply an emotion. 
 
 

• A compromise of truth 
 

Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of 
his body, the church. 

Ephesians 4:15 (NLT) 
 

• The indulgence of sin 
 

My friends, you were chosen to be free. So don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do anything you want. 
Use it as an opportunity to serve each other with love. 

Galatians 5:13 (CEV) 

 
 2. Love is... 
 

• A decision 
 

So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love 
each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples. 

John 13:34-35 (NLT) 

 

• A demonstration 
 

This is how we know what real love is: Jesus gave his life for us. So we should give our lives for our             
brothers and sisters. Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a brother or sister in need, but does 
not help. Then God’s love is not living in that person. My children, we should love people not only with 
words and talk, but by our actions and true caring. 

1 John 3:16-18 (NCV) 
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II.   WHY IS LOVE SO IMPORTANT? 

 
 1. Love reflects the essence of God. 
 

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of 
God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how 
much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 
him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take 
away our sins. 

1 John 4:7-10 (NLT) 
 
 

 2. Love is the believer’s highest priority.               
 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is 
the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The en-
tire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) 
 
 

 

III.   HOW DOES LOVE ACT? 

 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self–seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV) 

 
 
 1. Love values: I see the intrinsic worth of others. 
 

 
 
 
 2. Love initiates: I am willing to go first. 
 

 
 
 
 3. Love understands: I put myself in the other’s persons place. 
 

 
 
 
 4. Love serves: I meet other’s needs in practical ways. 
 
 
 
 

 5. Love encourages: I look for the good in others. 
 
 
 
 
 6. Love forgives: I release others from the debt they owe me for offenses. 
 


