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OBSERVATIONS ON GALATIANS 5:16-22 

 
 1. There is a spiritual war going on within us  
 
 2. Victory will be won only by surrendering my will to the will of the Spirit 
 
 3. The fruit listed here is only realized by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For 
apart from me you can do nothing. 

John 15:5 (NLT) 
 4. The growth and ripening of spiritual fruit takes time 
 

God blesses those people who refuse evil advice and won’t follow sinners or join in sneering at God. Instead, 
the Law of the Lord makes them happy, and they think about it day and night. They are like trees growing          
beside a stream, trees that produce fruit in season and always have leaves. Those people succeed in                 
everything they do. 

Psalm 1:1-3 (CEV) 

 
 

I. WHAT IS FAITHFULNESS? 

 

Faithfulness is being a responsible, reliable, dependable, trustworthy person who is loyal to God, 
His Word, and other people even (especially) when it is difficult or inconvenient 

 

Putting confidence in an unreliable man is like chewing with a sore tooth, or trying to run on a broken foot. 
                      Proverbs 25:19 (TLB) 
 
 

II.  WHY SHOULD I BE FAITHFUL? 

 
 

 1. God is faithful to me  
 

  If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is. 
                  2 Timothy 2:13 (NLT) 
 

• He is faithful to His promises 
 

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become 
a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one man, and he 
as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on 
the seashore. 

Hebrews 11:11-12 (NIV) 

 

• He is faithful to forgive me 
 

God is faithful and reliable. If we confess our sins, he forgives them and cleanses us from everything we’ve 
done wrong. 

1 John 1:9 (GWT) 
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• He is faithful to save me 
 

He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus 
Christ returns. God will do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has invited you into partner-
ship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:8-9 (NLT) 
 
 

 2. Jesus Christ personified faithfulness 
 

From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and 
that he would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of 
religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead. 

Matthew 16:21 (NLT) 
 
 

 3. God has called me to be faithful 
 

Those who have been given a trust must prove that they are faithful. 
                1 Corinthians 4:2 (NIRV) 
 
 

II.  HOW CAN I BE A MORE FAITHFUL PERSON? 

 
 1. Expect my faithfulness to be tested 
 

There isn’t any temptation that you have experienced which is unusual for humans. God, who faithfully keeps 
his promises, will not allow you to be tempted beyond your power to resist. But when you are tempted, he will 
also give you the ability to endure the temptation as your way of escape. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (GWT) 
 
 
 

 2. Decide to be faithful in the small things 
 

“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you 
won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. 

Luke 16:10 (NLT) 

 
 
 
 3. Cultivate the habits of faithfulness 
 

Our character, basically, is a composite of our habits.  “Sow a thought, reap an action; sow an action, 
reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a destiny,” the maxim goes. Habits are 
powerful factors in our lives.  Because they are consistent, often unconscious patterns, they constantly, 
daily, express our character and produce our effectiveness…or ineffectiveness. 

Stephen Covey 
 

The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken.  
                   Samuel Johnson   
 
 

 4. Pray for more submission to the Holy Spirit 
 

So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” 

Luke 11:13 (NLT) 
 
 

  
 


