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I.  WHY DO I NEED A LEADER? 

 
There is a way that seems right to a person, but eventually it ends in death. 

Proverbs 14:12 (GWT) 
 

I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of. 
John 10:10 (MSG) 

 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
will never die, and no one can steal them out of my hand. 

John 10:27-28 (NCV) 

 
 

 

 

II.  WHAT DOES JESUS MEAN WHEN HE SAYS, “FOLLOW JESUS”? 

Following Jesus is not simply learning more about Jesus.  It is accepting an invitation             
to have a relationship with Him.  A disciple of Jesus is one who, over a lifetime,                         
progressively and continually becomes more like Him. 

 

 
A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

Luke 6:40 (NIV) 
 
For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to him—and all along he               
knew who would—should become like his Son, so that his Son would be the First, with                
many brothers.  

Romans 8:29 (TLB) 
 

  
Following Christ is a relationship that drives and defines all we are and do.  In fact, that’s what               
I love about followership.  It’s not a project. It’s a Person. It’s a relationship to a Person who             
perfectly loves and cares for us and who is wise beyond comparison – a Person who has done            
so much for His followers that they look for ways to please and obey Him…If Christianity is             
dull and boring, if it is a burden and not a blessing, then most likely we are involved in a                  
project, not a Person—a system not a Savior—rules rather than a relationship. 
                                                        Dr. Joe Stowell 

 
 

“FOLLOW ME” : JESUS’ INVITATION TO HOPE 

MATTHEW 9:9-13 

JIM HINTON 
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III.  HOW IS “FOLLOW ME” AN INVITATION TO HOPE? - MATTHEW 9:9-13 

    It is an invitation to the... 
 

 

  Hope of real acceptance 

 

 

 

 

  Hope of lasting change 

 

 

 

 

 Hope of true healing 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hope making a positive difference with my life 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Hope of eternal life 

Jesus [said], “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 
dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. 

John 11:25-26 (NLT) 


