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I.  THOUGHTS ON RESPECT IN RELATIONSHIPS 
 
  1.  The importance of relationships 
 

Studies by Stanford, Harvard, and The Carnegie Institute found that people’s success on the job 
is 15% technical knowledge or skill and 85% how well they get along with others. 
 

The most important single ingredient in the formula of success is knowing how to get along with 
people. 

Theodore Roosevelt 
 

The ability to deal with people is as purchasable a commodity as sugar or coffee and I will pay 
more for that ability than for any other under the sun. 

John D. Rockefeller 
 
 
  2.  The importance of respectability 
 

Being respected is more important than having great riches. To be well thought of is better than             
silver or gold. 

Proverbs 22:1 (NCV) 
 

Do everything without complaining or arguing. Then you will be innocent and without any wrong.  
You will be God’s children without fault. But you are living with crooked and mean people all around 
you, among whom you shine like stars in the dark world. 

Philippians 2:14-15 (NCV) 
 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

1 Peter 2:12 (NIV) 
 

II.  SIX PRACTICAL WAYS TO EARN THE RESPECT OF OTHERS 
 
 1.  Be a respectable person 
 

• Remember, in life, we generally receive what we give 
 

You cannot fool God, so don’t make a fool of yourself! You will harvest what you plant. 
Galatians 6:7 (CEV) 

 

• THE foundational key to respectability is integrity 
 

If you have integrity, nothing else matters. If you don't have integrity, nothing else matters. 
Harvey Mackay 
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 Whoever loves a pure heart and gracious speech will have the king as a friend. 
                                                    Proverbs 22:1 (NLT) 

 

•  Simple ways to be respectable: 
 

 Be polite 
 Be empathic 
 Be helpful 
 Be humble 

 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. 
                                                      James 4:10 (NLT) 
 
    

 2.  Listen and think before I speak 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, always be willing to listen and slow to speak. Do not become angry              
easily, because anger will not help you live the right kind of life God wants. 

James 1:19-20 (NCV) 
 
 
 3.  Believe the best about people 
 

Treat a man as he is, he will remain so. Treat a man the way he can be and ought to be, and he will 
become as he can be and should be. 

Johann Wolfgang Goethe 
 

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t force itself on others, Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the 
best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. 

1 Corinthians 13:7-11 (MSG) 
 
 
 
 

 4.  Always look for ways to encourage people 
 

Kind words are like honey—sweet to the soul and healthy for the body. 
                                                 Proverbs 16:24 (NLT) 
 
 
                        
 5.  Apologize quickly when I offend someone 

 

So if you are about to place your gift on the altar and remember that someone is angry with you,  
leave your gift there in front of the altar. Make peace with that person, then come back and offer your 
gift to God. 

Matthew 5:23-24 (CEV) 
 
 

 
 6.  Ask the Lord to give me a patient and forgiving heart 

 

Sensible people control their temper; they earn respect by overlooking wrongs. 
                                                       Proverbs 19:11 (NLT) 

 


